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Wellington fields Allotments Newsletter - Autumn Edition.

Don't forget, if you wish to contribute to future issues, please contact a member of the committee.


Plot Inspection.
The Committee had their Annual Plot Inspection on Sunday the 23rd September. The overall view was that most plots were being worked, but there were a few Untidy Plots that the Committee felt were in need of some serious work to tidy them up. Also it was felt that there were a few Trees that were starting to get a bit tall and needed pruning. (The maximum permitted height is 2 metres.) Plot Holders are reminded that if they are having problems due to other commitments such as family or work then they can get some help with their plots. 

Quiz Night.

November the 30th has been pencilled in for a Quiz Night. In the past the Quiz has always been Popular.

Cold Frames.

The Committee are looking into the possibility of erecting some Communal Cold Frames to rent out to Plot Holders.

Cattle Troughs.

There has been some interest in installing Cattle Trough type water stations to operate along with the taps. Other Allotments do successfully use these including those on our neighbouring Parish at Colwich Allotments.

Storage Area.

The Committee is also looking at the possibility of making one centralised storage area for Wood-Chip, Compost and Manure.

Plots

We are in a good position with no Plot Vacancies, but no waiting list either.
Rubbish, Plastic and Recycling.

Please don’t forget, when you take your Runner Beans down, to remove all the bits of Netting and, or Plastic String, from the vegetation. This WON’T Rot.

On the subject of Plastic, please take any bits, you see around the site, home with you – even if they aren’t your own! The Horses in the next fields may not say thank you, but it will be much appreciated!

Woodchip.

For the moment the Wood chip pile has gone, but hopefully, by the time you read, this there will have been another load of Woodchip delivered. It is FREE for any Plot-Holder to use on the site.
.
Seed Orders – Kings Seeds.

A reminder that if anyone wants to order seeds, potatoes, or onions from Kings Seeds then Karen Appleton needs the order in by the 31st October.  A few catalogues are in her shed and if people take one she says can they write their name on the sheet so that she can point others in their direction if she runs out. The Allotments do get a small commission from Kings Seeds for orders and they are generally much cheaper than in Garden Centres!

Manure.

Please remember to return all the empty manure bags that you use, because the Horse Man needs them to bring us more in. Without them being returned we wont get any more as they cost him a lot of money to keep replacing.
.

FaceBook Page.

Don’t forget we have our own FaceBook page that we would like to see more people using! You can post anything you want within reason about the Allotments.

www.facebook.com/WellingtonFieldsHixon
Tip Of The Month!

Don’t abandon your plot for the Winter. It is not too late to do some planting! Spring Cabbage and other Brassicas can go in as well as Garlic and Japanese Onions. It is also an ideal time to plant Strawberries and other fruit.

For something different here is an old Monthly Gardening tips written by Mrs FM Hartley who sadly died last year aged 95. As you can see it was written some years ago, but it is still relevant today!

Gardening Tips For Week Ending October 7th 2011

Hello Folks

                 Alan said I am always going on about the bulbs in Autumn too much, but I just want to remind you that if you are handling Hyacinths do put some gloves on, or put your hand in a plastic bag to hold them, because the powder they are dusted with may make your hands itch. The bulbs have to be coated to stop Mildew taking over when they are in store. It is also time to start thinking about planting Wallflowers for the Spring and Winter flowering (Universal) Pansies. In a week or two, after the leaves have dropped, it will be the ideal time for planting new shrubs and trees as they will settle down better then, than if they are planted in the Summer when they are in full growth.

Most herbaceous perennial plants such as Delphiniums, Lupins and Red Hot Pokers (Knifophias) should have their flowering stems cut right down and have any loose, dead leaves cleared away, but many plants benefit from leaving a little dead growth left on them, around their base, to provide winter protection.

The Chrysanthemum cuttings I took off my old plants in early Spring this year have made good plants and have been in flower for a while now. I did buy one or two new young plants of colours I hadn’t got though. All of them will be dug up so they can be potted and kept in a cold greenhouse ready for more cuttings early next year. The easiest cuttings to take are the ones coming from below the soil and not off the stem. If these are left until the Spring when the “Stools” are starting to shoot and carefully eased out, they will probably already have little roots on them. Normal Chrysanthemum cuttings taken in the early Spring, should be about 1 ½ to no more than 3 inches long and the leaves should be stripped off leaving only a few at the top. Push 4 or 5 cuttings, gently, into, and round the edge of, a 4 or 5 inch pot. Water them very lightly and keep them very cool or else they will either wilt, or rot. They do not need heat at all and mine stand in a tray under the greenhouse shelves. I don’t use rooting powder, but you can if you like. Just a little point for those that don’t know, when Chrysanthemum flowers are put in a vase in the house they should always, either, have the end of their stem split, or crushed gently, as the stems are hard and they will then get a better drink and last longer.

Alan has a small Orange, Lemon, Kumquat and also a Lime that has given us a few ripe fruits. This Summer we have plunged their pots in the borders to make it look as if they are growing naturally, but being in pots they can still be taken up for the Winter and can come into the house. I don’t know where they will go, (I must be daft!) but I will have to find a space. The Lime has already been brought in as that is a little more tender and we have planted some replacement pots of bulbs to go in the garden and fill in the holes until late spring when the Citrus can go out again after the bulbs have finished flowering. Recently we bought a Banana plant that will need rather more Winter protection, but as it already has several “Pups,” on it, we should be able to take those off and individually pot them for the future. A Pomegranate, that is normally thought of as exotic, was planted in the ground before last Winter and will stay out again for this. Surprisingly, it came through last winter all right with only the minimum amount of die back!

Well That’s All for Now.

Frances Hartley.

If you would like to contribute to future publications, or have any comments regarding the format, please contact one of the Committee Members listed below. HAPPY GROWING!



Please Visit Our Website @ www.wellingtonfieldsallotments.org/ and our
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Don’t Forget








If you fancy taking on another Plot to grow a few more vegetables please see Jane Garner. There is only a short waiting list.





Contact Details For Jane Garner, Secretary - � HYPERLINK "mailto:fjanegarner@hotmail.com" ��fjanegarner@hotmail.com�











